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occasionally from the farm in winter, it would be a still
greater saving. All this you will consider: for Tom,
thoroughly honest and very clever in his way, has no
kind of generalizing, and would often like to save six-
pence in his own department at the expense of my pay-
ing five shillings in another. This is his fault, and when
you join to it a Scotch slovenliness which leads him to
see things half-finished without pain or anxiety, I do not
know any other he has — but such as they are, these
must be guarded against. For our housemaid (for house-
keeper we must not call her), I should like much a hawk
of a nest so good as that you mention: but would not
such a place be rather beneath her views? Her duty
would be to look to scrupulous cleanliness within doors,
and employ her leisure in spinning, or plain-work, as
wanted. When we came out for a blink, she would be
expected to cook a little in a plain way, and play maid
of all work; when we were stationary, she would assist
the housemaid and superintend the laundry. Probably
your aunt's granddaughter will have pretensions to some-
thing better than this; but as we are to be out on the
12th March, we will talk it over. Assuredly a well-
connected steady person would be of the greatest conse-
quence to us. I like your plan of pitting much; and to
compromise betwixt you and Tom, do one half with supe-
rior attention, and slit in the others for mere nurses.
But I am no friend to that same slitting.
I adhere to trying a patch or two of larches, of a
quarter of an acre each, upon the Athole plan, by way
of experiment. We can plant them up if they do not
thrive. On the whole, three-and-a-half feet is, I think,
the right distance. I have no fear of the ground being
impoverished. Trees are not like arable crops, which
necessarily derive their sustenance from the superficial
earth — the roots of trees go far and wide, and, if incom-
moded by a neighbor, they send out suckers to procure
nourishment elsewhere. They never hurt each other till

